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Eight [_1__| after the Johoku air raid, which caused an immense loss of life
in Tokyo’s Toshima Ward and beyond on April 13-14, 1945, survivors recount their
harrowing experiences. In the midst of ongoing global conflicts such as Russia’s
aggression against Ukraine, the survivors underscore the disproportionate suffering of
civilians and the need to prevent such tragedies.

Executed by the United States military, the Johoku air raid is believed to have
targeted an army weapons factory situated in what is now Kita Ward. From late
at night on April 13 to early in the morning on April 14, 1945, more than 300 U.S.
B-29 bombers attacked Toshima, Itabashi and Kita wards. The death toll reached
about 2,500, including 778 victims in Toshima Ward, and about 170,000 houses were
destroyed.

“I was 4 years old, but the scene remains etched* in my memory,” said Kazuo
Yamada, 84, who experienced the air raid in Toshima Ward and still lives there. On
the night of April 13, to prevent the fire from spreading, he and his family soaked
their fireproof hoods and clothes with water. His grandfather carried young Yamada
on his back as they fled. “Don’t look back,” his grandfather urged, but when Yamada
glanced back, he saw the city burning bright red. Sparks of fire, carried by the wind,
were closing in, but they managed to escape by heading toward areas without flames.

Upon their return home a few days afterward, the only remnants were the stone
gateposts and a solitary windmill palm tree* in the garden. The landscape around
Tkebukuro Station had been transformed a burned-out field, with only rubble
remaining. At a nearby temple, there was a pile of charred* bodies, a vision that
continues to haunt him, he said.

Yamada, who describes himself as “the youngest generation to remember the
air raid,” sings anti-war songs at live music venues and speaks of his experiences
with children. “I want to convey the and horror of war to as many people as
possible,” he said, vowing to continue speaking out as long as he can.

Tomoki Kobayashi, 88, who lived in Toshima Ward, was 8 years old when he
experienced the Johoku air raid. When the air raid sirens wailed on the night of
April 13, Kobayashi and his family sought refuge in an air raid shelter in their home.
Moments later, incendiary bombs* began to hit the area. Because the bombs contained
oil, they set ablaze everything in the [__4 | . Kobayashi, his mother and two older
sisters jumped out of the shelter and ran toward a pitch-black area that was not
engulfed in flames. The thunderous roar of explosions and crashes drowned out all
other sounds, making it impossible for them to hear each other. They ran in frantic
, dodging people falling down and bumping into the throngs of fleeting people.

Following a brief respite at Nezu Hill, at the time a tree-filled grove that is
now Minami-Ikebukuro Park, they were warned of danger and headed for Rikkyo
University campus. Fortunately, the school, which escaped bombardment, offered
them refuge for the night. Kobayashi remembers seeing numerous evacuees, their
faces coated in the black oil residue from the incendiary bombs.

Returning home the next day, he found it reduced to ashes. His family, utterly
exhausted, remained silent. Later, they took refuge in Kiryu, Gunma Prefecture,
where his older brother and a sister lived in company housing.

Kobayashi hesitated before saying, “War should never happen. But ...” He feels
that it may be difficult to eliminate war as long as humans exist, given the ongoing
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conflicts around the world such as Russia’s aggression against Ukraine and the
conflict between Hamas and Israel.

The 80th annual memorial service for the Johoku air raid was held Sunday at
Minami-Ikebukuro Park in Toshima Ward, with more than 100 people, including
survivors, attending. “As the number of war survivors dwindles, we recognize anew
the need to pass on their experience of the disaster and the importance of peace to the
next generation,” said Toshima Ward Mayor.

(H 8 : Shinsuke Yasuda, “Tokyo air raid survivors recall horrors,” The Japan News,
April 16, 2025 —#ELZ)
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6. According to the article, it is chiefly because a weapons factory was located in
present-day Kita Ward that the U.S. military carried out the Johoku air raid.

7. During the air raid over 300 B-29 bombers were shot down by the courageous
Japanese forces.

8. Kazuo Yamada ignored his grandfather’s order to stop and dashed into the fleeing
crowd to see the burning city.

9. It seems that Yamada will never forget the terrific scene that he saw at a near-by
temple a few days after the air raid.

10. Yamada thinks it is his personal mission to convey his experience of the air raid
to many people.

11. The explosive sounds caused by the air raid prevented Tomoki Kobayashi and his
family even from talking to each other while they were running around trying to
escape.

12. The university Kobayashi took refuge in barely escaped destruction by fire.

13. Numerous incendiary bombs fell intensively on Toshima Ward where Kobayashi
and his family lived, but their home escaped a fire by a miracle.

14. On the day following the air raid Kobayashi and his family moved to Kiryu,
Gunma Prefecture to work for a company with their relatives.

15. Kobayashi believes that we will surely get rid of war sometime in the future.
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The rumor to be false.
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You have to hear that you were

safe.
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No to the task.
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Not his job.
@ passes @ about @ without @ a day @ complaining @ him
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My father would often go fishing, regardless the weather.
Yesterday she left Europe to study abroad.

There is a convenience store next the police box.

I've been suffering the flu since last week.

We are favor of the new rule.
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1. money or a gift that you illegally give someone to persuade them to do something

for you
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2. an area of lower land between two lines of hills or mountains, usually with a river

flowing through it

3. the size and appearance of someone’s body
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4 . the area of land next to a house, where there are flowers, grass, and other plants,

and often a place for people to sit
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5. the process by which people exchange information or express their thoughts and
feelings
=
[ FEAE: @ valley @ comrade @ bribe @ physics
@ garbage @ variety @ communication physique
@ bride @ garden ]
36. ~40. DEHFEO—FIR  FEHE T A EPTIE E 2 HEMIZ~— 27 & X,
36. cal - en - dar 37. com - pre - hend 38. ac-tiv-1i-ty
v 2 @ h 2 3 v 2 8 4
39. prac - ti - cal - ly 40. his - tor - i - cal - ly
UNE - v @2 8 4 6



